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are not .of this mind, "but” | 
Perſons. Aged above Sixteen. ſhoald 
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erniized their minds to Su Quirki of batv. +bcaneaſily 
grant the Reaſon Ng to nuts geting barges but I 
catinot allow your appli 5 Jees eg For though-I am re- 
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confeſs, or 


St 

- Inthe firſt place am m ſorry you have taken the Church-wardens 
Oath, 'which obliges you ; to Execute the Office of, a Church-war- 
den in your Pariſh for the enſuing Year, 71" 108-1 Arup 
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TS 1) 
peffivaded chat ho Man that thakes Conſcience of atr Oath 
it will find birrifedlf obliged by ch6-Laws Eccleſiaſtical: (ſirps 
poſing aff thoſe to be in force- which the Official fays ares irt 
force ) btirdened and compelled tb confeſs; of abcute himſelf 
of ſbtns crirhirtal matter or thing, arid therefore ſuch. Oath 
ought not to be Kdminifited to hifi, However, having -taketi 
har Oath, you mitt endeivotir-t6 perforft it as welds: yo! 
Eh Withotit breach of the T.aws' of God, or taws bt ths 
Lihd: whichlatrer maſt alivays give place ts the former;and 
by the | Yiade new &f interfered ho (fe2549 
- Fry the” riext Place os to the! Þiifiniels of prefGihting thoſe-of 
above'Sixteen Years of Age, tht cothe nof tothe Sicraaient 
a Zafer: Firit;-1 (fy iti ttitfary 6 Chtftianity ind wil 
civility of Neighbourhood, to Sfeſeft aMRrſds '& CHING 
lo to expoſe him to ſo dreadful a Sentence as Excommunica- 
fion;"#ti& alf Catamiries that artend it; without” firſt diſtour- 
fing their Neighbottr to-know what he cart fay for kim Ratf iti 
Vindication; for m1 this Ca che- preſentmmatit Vf 6neor two 
Chirrcltawarderts, -is of 'as- moehfores, art mark ro 


mo fo much trouble atid daviger ; as ſar an atcufarion 


ng to Chiirel fuck® Month; of 


aftiounts to; ' For there __ be divers lawfot and #eaſorable - 


of # Maris! nat coi 


fot *corning to! the Cortimunion at Faſfty ;-25. for' Hiſtante; 
» 4 Man be Sick and not- able: to corfie, ori: have had- 


bufinefs abtoad” for One, Two, or Three Months- together 
che'time of Exfer, are not theſe andfitch like kwvfiil Excuſes? 
I retnetiber the Stature of Elzz. 23: chap. z: (t6 reffin' the 
Queens Wajeſties 'Subjefts ini cheir due -obedience?} "me 


againſt'Papiſts, (but row-put in-uſt againft Proteſtants) ſays; 


That every Perſon above the Age of Sixteert Years; which ſhall nit 


repair to ſome Church or Chappet, or uſual Mie "of: Common: - 


Prager, but forbearing $he ſamte c tothe" 
made in the Firſt Top ef Her Mejeſhe Reign, for Unifornnity 


of Common-Prayer, &c. ſhall forfeit, &te. now'that Stature-re- 
ferred.to, has this exception ih it, (viz.) Hawing no lawful: 
rea[onable 


Shbicho# thart the preſeritment of -1'welve br ogRe Of thi 
tioft fibſtantiaf Mai of the /Connty; im evil -CaRs, -arid . - 
therefore the leaft that 'the Chhreti-watden Gary do; is to litas 
what ' his Neighbour can ſay for HAHelf, before he put binr- 


Yun 


C9 1 
reaſonable excuſe.to be abſent; ,, which plainly ſhews there ma 
be lawful or reaſonable excuſeof being, abſent :from Church 
for-:a :Week;or Month, ;and.. conſequently of not taking the 
Sacrament Adminiſtred at. that. time, therefore conclude th 

Cflurch-warden. or ; other Officers, who.,preſent; any of 

Neighbours as. guilty of ſuch a Crime before he bave RY 


What-he can ſay for himſelf,; is. Unjuſt, Unchriſtian, and Un- 
neighbourly;; Unjuſt; becauſe. the light of Nature. will noc © 
heard;;, Unchrr- 


Permit it -that any. ſhould be- condemned un 

ſtian, becauſe the -Law of -Chriſt. commands us not to. Judge 
leaſt we be Judged, and conſequently Unneighbourly, becauſe 
ſomewhat more of civility ought to. "e ſhewed to Chriſtians 
chat, are .of. the fame. Vicinage, oy Gina Meg or i 
en pany, 174 | 


I 


i has } 
pn 


Trial beſo the ; Judge ..9r., "Bus, 
re udge ..0T7. 

you be fo dealt with?: x Emmy: with a 
has 5 tt Penalties ny it 2... Re, the 


But 


Fake 


SE, 


£7). 


es, LES | 
for you have proc convicted ok our pales 
went zi 2g8in, in. numerons Pariſhes, ſuch, as. you have 
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' Church-warden3' and the Spiritual: Judge has rid mort! todd byt 
to pals Seritence," as the Civil © Judg goth: when the: Verdi&;-is 
© brought- 4); >The? vaſt+ di e” between: thoſe ; two; ways:of , 


| Proceeding; ſhews; that the one is of Rome, the other of England. We - or 
Bnt mutt «the -Church-warden do- the Work, of two Juice romard i be moni : 


the Rive of a Manand his Family, -and not judgeol 
fonable Defence: againk} his Sentence? . at 


: "ot 
i171 Fs 


meg S TCa- thrice in 


4 E] Pep: Sentence being bur a Pro OE DA-ar 3. and Im iſ © aim 
ons A ES arc 


'do without: Sin. 


Thirdly, if. the Church-wargen muſt not judge of waſal Or Tea- 


Gmabls Excuſes, but gw ent Men, merely becauſe of Omiſſion 
tg take the Sacrament at HE then how comes itro pals they can 


dilpence with their Obligation of preſenting thoſe” chat norotibaiy 
offend in other matters, and even- themſelves for the moſt rt; if 
not all of them, to which, . Preſentment hey are equally ©) liged? 
> by. the 109. [Tap ſuppoling them in Force (which is'ay rear 
or.,xath of OL eſtion, not being confirmed by 4r 
| FEW TA get hey pA [ jged to: preſent thaſe that offens 
Brethren, by Dn raokenne As Swearing, ury, or any other Tres- 
pitnde or Wickedneſs. By the Statute of 3 Eliz. ch. 2. __ perſons 
are REED to. endeavour MT, #0 Uhr to their, Pariſh burch, Or 
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Le Su AgarvIa99y Brig WY: 
Pr be bans .baiM nr wes 8 (ivr +0i þ dibiad 1851) baule a: © 
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+ Fourthly, This Statute of 1 -Eiz, makes it- not gbſoluccly crimi-- 
'nal; Not to:reſart t0:thein Parifh,/ or ſome)other Glnerch, hut not to en- 
deavonr thunſoves 0 mar &c.c- Now: a; man may endeagyour to ze- | 

ſoit; &e. tho? he: do not - perform, being 


*N lace well ofiured, ther ma -hindeved bydane anfldCooghls Levee 


who reſort not +ro their Pa. *-ſo that-a:. Church-wazden that; preſents. a 
Church, &c., do endeavour Man for. not: @oming}to bis Church 


themſelves to reſort, more by far for A ag wh Blow Or a ek ks *CON- 


__ Ro do :- dl Frag fat 
SarifaQion in the Lavfulaes of nable wk Aut of being. abſent; or whether- 


hether he had-any reaſd- 


he was not at ſome other Church or Chap- - 

pel3 ind bout S rn vg of reaſonable 

Letts, is-ivjurious to ww 4 and: if. he 
may.not judge of lawful and reaſonable Ears 3' but jobs voy 
a-man notwithiianding; he makes a falſe Preſentment , becauſe he . 
does not know hoe it be true or no that a man did not endex- - 
your to reſort to Church, Te.may be falſe; and if it be true, irs - 
more t he knows, .tho* upon Qath he pretends” to know it 3 fo 
'cammits Perjury : He fwears neither in Truth pant +1. gun nor 
Righteouſneſs, Fer. 4, 2. And why.may not a law .ccafonable 
Lett come in a Mans-way, at. Eaſter,” as *well as at another time ? 
Which iF it-weve ſo, Chow aiden Ty not- to. conclude 


Ne ity of a wilfulomiſlionand therefore © tnot to preſent him. 
FN TIE: ; and"the'manner or . 


under the Law of Moſer, God comman- - 
I hi man had fallen into a Ditch 
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<cn) 

Having now, my Friend, ſhewed-you that your Preſetitment has 
the force of 4 Verdift, and therefore you-dught to hear what your 
Neighbour has to ſay or biaſalfibefone hom! bring'in-che Verdict'of 
your reſentment: to the {piritual-Judg for Him to pals Senterice up- 
on him : Having alſo clearly proved (as ſuppoſe) that. you are-to 
judge of lawful and reaſonable Excuſes, .and that -you do it moſt 
frequently. in other caſts: - le etnaghnde) that I ſay:ſomething of 
lawful and reaſonable Excuſcs :''The'\firſt-Rute'T ſhall ay down to 
diſcern them by ſhall be-general,: even that general Rule of cur. Sa- 
-viour, Whatſoever ye wanld that men ſhould do nemo you, do ye even; fo 
amo them. It your Neighbour give as good Teſtimony of 'his Sin- 
cerity in the Chriſtian Religion as'you your '{elf, or -at leaftno 
Cauſe to the contrary, that which/you would have-to be judged « 

_ -reaſonable excuſe in your own caſe, that 'ought>you to:think in' his 
cale.. I deſcribe your Neighbour here to be in-Appearande an ho- 
neſt and true man, becauſe you are- to -bdlieve 'what be ſays in his 
own Defence 3 which if he were a man of ill Fame, you-conld not 
reaſonably do; but if a man be of as-good: Credit as your Tel; or 
nmr > rn woah netmen irnat ner." 
the ſamecreditto him you would have anothet give'to your 
(This is to be ynderſtood of ſuch cauſes,//a5, admit. not of outward 
Evidence beſides a man's own Teſtimony) How 'otherwiſe-do:you 
love your Neighbour as your felf? Means 1 up ma. 
Royal Law according to the Scriptures Forenorugh be hath 
which believeth all __—_ ito which 
Tn apa nels toad tn 23 
you'2 rr, J 
CN OInY vue wo neonnaty nay we 
not in Wave without great danger, or alfo journcying in for- 
reinparts about a Mans necefſary/Occafions, or in. our owfa Coun« 
teey about ſadde bubirrls char wiltiaot, admit ofdelay, are rcaſona- 
ble exculesfot not prefencing ones (elt and 
riſ-Church at Eafter ;' and there'may be many othier-cxcaſes of the 
ſ{arne Nature, which I will/not Trouble you to enumerate: But from 
hence I aſſume, If the mariifeſt. danger of ones Health, or the very 
y | ; Credic or Liberty, 'be 
Chitich-warden 3 how 
tmuck-naze | 445 that excuſc of f 
againd Godby doing that which he canal doin Faich or with's 
Das ulneſs EE Authority ſays; Wheſoeowr 


Ca 


Pa» Rs 


( 12 ) 

-is not" of 'F aith% Sin'?* For:it were better fora Man to loſe all his 
"Ettare,: his Credit, 1his:Libertyzcyea-and his Life coo then ſin againft 
:Godb: Buthertharijud geth any thing» requircd of him to be finful 
and dodvit, the cevtainly +fns + Forhe:that in the Apoſtles time cat 
-of thoſe'meats, which were lawful to be: eaten, judging them to'be 
forbidden, or even/doubting'whether' they were lawki), that Man 
was guilty of fin and!:lablato/ber:danin'dfor the ſame. ''He that 
. donbreth «damned. if beat; beeubſe: be \enteth not of F aith,” Saith the 
-F{þatite Paul; Row: 1:44 23% 1 wilh giant thetcitimay ſo fall our that 
4 Maniray berſo:minded'thit hes fins: both-ways; wherher -he db 
that which is required or:forbear it ; but that-is, 'when he:his'abſo- 
Jutdy-bblig'd>by God-to do jt; and he- through ar Tgnorant 'or iN 
arifoxin'd :coofcience thinks itaniliowful 3:but inthe caſe we-difcourſe 
:of, -: pur Biſhops-agd Minitbervackino hat.in-thethings:doub- 
xed of," that dd avs taiquent'theis/PaaiſtuChincchts ithote'ls 
i abſvjute:domdnd cofiGbd? why :they ſhould be done; they be- 
xonie:a Duty (lay they ) by sHamane Authority; which! may be 
wifti-drawg, :and&bcing/with-dtawn they are nodonger- atry Mans 
Pory; iow howrit comes torbeinithapo:veri gf Ghritiians;-To im- 
poſer uppn:thein Eltows Ghriftidriggpto do- the rigs oleh 16 
Law oþ Gvdoor! Eihwifteoblige thotwito,) and” which-wicit Fell: 
Chriſtians&-/accounroblawfulior dbubtof 3: aud to-punith ther for 
Diſebegiencezs When their: Dbediance! would be arfin againltt God 1 
prot co dererrmin} 2 Bat if neither my I | _ 
hour Biſhop cans rarwvpithe \doubtrs-of: thelt Ghaitiianis\, randif 
they behave themſelves asGhriſtians in-Obtdiente toad things that 
Ctbilt rtquireth ofchempinProfetſion: of:ChriftianBaithriwOhrifti- 
an Worſhip-andiPrayerg'in:thECelebration/of the Lords Supper: as 
they underftand-Chrift to have:commanded it; 2; Tf yaw wilt ner 
admit' theſe People to be:rcafmiably; excus'd:of their abſence: from 
their Parits Chunbh,: lidoubt Ghiiſe will) nocexcb(&ybulof/injaſtice 
and unchaxitableneſs atehe-groatidaysz $:confels; the: Prbſecurion'of 
theſe: Pebple with'perattiests pot!ſp/girat's Sin:astherApoſits Pay! 
caſed: Ehriftians/.to commit whenlhis' Nams was Sau/;' before:his 
Converſion ; fdr-he compell!d»them'toiBlaſpheme', and- — 

gaintt onesowni conſcience in after of:Girourhſtanceils hot!(sb; 
asbk pheining of Gli :aſainſt bars Conſcience; buic the ſaineAps- 
file: {lays inlets taſk, : for: fb ag ainft5 rhe) Brethren nul 61nd 
their'weak Conſciences 'ye"Sin-ag ainſt (Chriſt. - 27) Cori'8, '12h ri that 
which-your Brother -cannot:do' without? Sin, and that” whietr:you 
| cannot 


(23. ) 
cannot proſecute | him for not doipg without Sin, ſhould. { me 
thinks) be a.reaſontble excuſe both tor him and you. :: _. 

- 05j. You will perhaps urge againſt | what I have (3id, that there; i is 
no -oth:r way, - but, this, of preſenting them for ,not coming [to 
Church, to:convict Papiſts of Recuſancy 3 and that they alſo as well 
as Protcitants, mizy eſcape upon the pretence of. Conſcicnee, {o me 
Laws in: theſe cafes provided, , be .made. of no cfteQ. 

: Anſs, Toi which ;1 anfwer, that, the caſe of: Protcliant: Diſſencas 
ani Papiſts-is not the . ſame, but far: different 2: For the als 1 
why Papuls, do not communicate. with Proteſtants. in .Parilh Chux- 
ches is, Their acknowleIgment of a foreign Power and: Authority 
Superior to that of the King and the Laws of the Land, namely, the 
Authority of the: Pope, of , Kare, who,is the deelayed Fncgy, gf the 
Kiog,. ang the , Peapye being Proteſtapts. whence, 1 is thag,gh DE = 
coming to Church is, an effe&t and. mdication of 2 OR 
went, and 2gainlt them.:wers. the. Statutes, of. the iff. FRO ws ot 
Queen, Elizabeth made, the. laſt whereof is: Au Act 29 retain, the 
Deen Meſs $ ubjecis in their due Obedience, 20 the Ls ws 


Loſes bave re Hes. o other, means than 9 ul toavithd at 
Pee +: ber F 
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gether to forſake the Church and their Allegiance, and Alill conti- 
uues them Recuſants 3 ſo that it is the true iftent of the Law, that 
it ſhould be executed againſt Papiſis; upon this Ground it was, 
that (as I am well informed) a Grand Jury of Middhſex, having 
Preſentments -. brought againlt ſeveral great Papiſts, would not. find 
the Bill againſt them for not going to Church till the Conſiable 
or Witneſſes had given Teſtimony that they were. commonly rc- 
Pated to. be of the Roman Religion,.and that the Clerk had in- 
ſerted .in the Bill of Indi&ment, - Pontifician Keligionem Profitenter, 
wherein (I judge ) they did perſue the true Intent of the-Law, in 
that caſe ons. | 


© Af you (hall fill infill, ol hy, that Papifis do religiouſly give 

-this' Authority to the' Pope, anſwer, -Firft, that that Opinion is 
. fo manifeſtly contrary to Reaſon and Chriſtianity, that every man 
that uſes Reaſon, or owns Chriffs Religion, except Papiſts theme. 
ſelves, muſt condemn it. Think you that a Mebomeran, or a.ju- 
.dicious Reathen, . upon a fair - Hearing of both-Parties, would judge 
the Pope's Pretenſionsto his Tofallibil ty and-Sopremacy reaſonable, 
br in_the leaſt'donbt of their Invalidity ? But, Secondly, They that 
would have Liberty of Religion and Conſcience, do not ;pretend to 
-ſach that is incoliftent with the Sovereignty of Independent States 
and Kingdoms,. in things neceſſary to civil Society 3 much lefs to 
Cuch a.Liberty as ſhall permit Reli Energies to.cut their Throats 
whenever they can by Watchfulneſs find an Opportunity? Such is 
that Conſciexce which this Objedtion pleads for, as-may opp by 
what I have ſaid above : And the very thing I am pleading a- 
gainſft, is, The depriving Men of their Propertics and Liberties up- 
on any Pretence whatſoever, ſaving for a Crime that's inconſiſtent 
with common Liberty and Property : But the.Conſciences of Diſſen- 
ters require nothing but'a'Liberty to that, which if it were not for- 
bid,” would'be ſo far-from being | | to the Commonwealth, that 
it would rather be a Vertue, nothing detraQting from, 'but condu- 
cing to. the Common Good. And I hope every honeft Man will 
make a' difference between thoſe Laws that are. neceſſary to the 


common Cood, and thoſe that are made merely for the Pleaſure of 
the Law-givers; and'which' others, as wiſe and Chriſtian as they 
world'cither null or make coritraty. Surdly the Conſuencer exetci. 


zed about the Obedierice of theſe two Torts of Laws, ate far Jif- 
ferent one from" another :  And.that our Pehal Laws, {b far as bs 
Ne” rc 


OY 


(rs) 


reſpe& Diſſenters, are of ſuch a Nature, as that they are not i now” 
to be preſs'd upon Proteſtants who have the Opinion of the Houſe of - 


Commons inthe laſt Parliament at Weſtminſter, Gentlemen of - as 


good Credit for Wiſdom,- and Lpve to Proteſtantiſm; and for E- - 


ſiates and. Interelt. in- their Countries ; as perhaps ever was ſeen 
in England; - wherein it was reſolved nemine contradicente, That. the 
Perſecution of the Proteſtant Diſſemters upon the penal Laws, is at this 


time grievous to the Snbjeft, a weakening to the Proteſtant Intereſt, an- 


Encouragement to Popery, and dangerous to the Peace of the Kingdom. 
Fan. 10. ES. 


And now methinks, Sir, you ſhould have as great Reſptedt to: 


the Opinion of the whole Nation of Commons in Parliament, as 


you have to the Opinion of his ſingle' Grace, my Lord Arch-Bi-- 


thop of Canterbury, from whom this Order for proſecution of 


Proteſtant Diflenters by Preſentments, Excommunications , &c. 


| iſſues in flat Contradicion to the Opinion now -mentioned, ef 


cially conſidering withal the Doubtfalneſs of :Eccleſiaftical Juri(di- - 
* Qtion' and-Laws 3 and all the reſi that I have faid and argued in this: 


Caſe, which 1 preſume may-have ſome Influence upon you and any 


rational honeſt Min. - I pray you conſider in the Fear of God; in- 


Honor of Chriſt and his Religion, and in the Love of your Chri- 


ſiran Neighbours 3 and do what ſuch Conſideration ſhall dire& - 


you to. Take the ſafer Courſe, which is always the more mode- 


rate in penal. Matters. - Be.ſure you aQ not againſt Conſcience, nei-- 


ther compell others ſo to do, - 
| Your affeQtionate Friend- . 
and Servant. - 
Aptil 14. 
1683, 
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